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Welcome
It’s that time of year again and 2014 has been one of the busiest; once again we have
had some severe cases of neglect and abuse arrive into our foster care program and
we have seen some amazing success stories too. Many wonderful individuals, business
and families have come forward to help make 2014 the successful year that it has been
and yet again the support from within, not only the beagle community, but the animal
welfare sector, has been second to none and we can’t thank you all enough.
We have seen the continued success of the Hibby Foundation to assist with even more
special cases than ever before. All long term foster care beagles, senior and special
needs beagles have been profiled through this foundation named in honour of the most
regal beagle to ever enter our care! We hope over the upcoming years to see the Hibby
Foundation grow and for BRV to be able to help even more special cases.
We have had some wonderful new foster and adoptive families come on board and the
increase in pounds and shelters willing to work with us and help beagles in need has
been amazing.
The launch of Beagle Freedom Australia has seen some very exciting new things
happening everyday will make for an amazing ongoing project as we watch awareness
grow, we are excited to say the least!
We would like to wish each and every one of you a safe, happy and healthy Christmas
and New Year and once again thank you for your continued support.
- from everyone at BRV
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Christmas
Feeding
A friendly reminder to help us all with the upcoming Christmas
Season, watch the food on your tables, benches and in some cases
Plates! Our houses will be filled with the most amazing scents in
the next few weeks and our breed will stop at nothing to help
ease the load of the Christmas Turkey or the Christmas Ham! Those
wonderful little opportunists can outsmart the best of us especially
if we have had a glass of wine or two! Keep the Chocolates, Nuts,
Fruits and meats at a safe level away from their exploring noses and
paws, watch out that they haven’t helped you clean up by ingesting
Christmas ribbon and Packaging and tell family members to stop
feeding them under the table!
The last thing any of us or our Beagles need this Christmas is
an emergency visit to the vet to have half our Christmas dinner
pumped from their over bloated stomachs along with whatever
else they have managed to sneak into their mouths! Our tip to
exhaust a Beagle for Christmas day is to walk them early Christmas
Morning, give them a nice Raw Meaty Bone for their meal and they
will happily stay outside chewing and having fun; Don’t forget if
you give them lots of treats to make sure you give them smaller
meal portions, the last thing they need during a hot Aussie Summer
is to be carrying excess weight.

NUKI
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Sherry

Just before Christmas last year I contacted BRV to offer my
assistance with fostering. I wasn’t working at the time and couldn’t
resist the idea of taking in another Beagle, plus my spare time could
be put to good use. As it happened they had just taken in a number
of dogs they described as some of the most special and needy girls
and they were looking for people with strong and confident packs
to help. I thought that’s us! They’d had pretty hideous lives so far
in a puppy farm and were going to need lots of tlc and confidence
building to help bring them out of their shells. I definitely wanted
to help and agreed to take in Sherry, a 3yo Beaglier. With our two
Beagles Grace and Tess and a good sized garden for her to explore,
I thought it was the perfect environment for her rehabilitation. My
partner had reservations though - we also have an elderly cat Mimi.
We knew the dogs were going to be fine and accept her - Beagles
love company so the more the merrier for them! The main concern
was for Mimi; if she was not threatened in any way then it would
be ok.

had the confidence to investigate on her own, wherever Tess went she had a
shadow, it was lovely to watch. Sherry was learning what it is like to be a dog - to
explore, climb over rocks, to sniff the ground, and to feel the sun and rain on her
body. It was a few weeks before she would put her nose to the ground when we
stopped on our walks, she was always on the alert.
The beauty of dogs is they live in the moment, and Sherry is testament to that.
Unlike humans they don’t have regrets or hold grudges; they just move on.
Sherry has such a beautiful nature, very friendly and gentle, curious and willing
to learn new things. Progressively she became more trusting of humans and
accustomed to life in a family home. By the end of the first month we started
to see her tail wagging and flying high when she was running around with the
others in the yard, she was enjoying a back scratch and would raise her chin to
be scratched. She had also started coming to the front door of her own accord
and sitting calmly to have her leash put on for our walk, and she was coming up
from the yard when called and coming inside with only a little hesitation. She
had also begun to look more relaxed, with not so many furrows on her little
brow and would look at us with affection in her eyes.

Sherry now runs like a rocket when we call her to come inside from the back
yard, or we just make the kissing sound or whistle and she comes running. To
see her galloping towards me with her tail flying high is indescribable. She is
so waggy, and she can’t get enough pats and back scratches! We start the day
with tummy rubs (all three), Sherry likes hers before she gets out of bed, and we
finish at night with a snuggle on the couch watching tv.
We now have three adorable loving dogs greeting us when we each arrive
home, it’s truly wonderful. Sherry meshed so well with our pack that we
couldn’t imagine her not being with us, and so back in early May we officially
adopted her.
Leading and witnessing Sherry on her journey from the nervous and sad, wary
little girl she was when we met her to the happy, confident, outgoing and
loving soul she is now has been fantastic and so rewarding. Our days are that
much better for having her in it. Thank you Tam and Nikki from BRV for bringing
Sherry into our lives, and for all your support and encouragement. We must
also acknowledge Cesar Millan whose people training books and DVDs have
been an invaluable source of inspiration and tools to help us become better
pack leaders.

It was going to be a couple of weeks before Sherry was ready to
be released to us, giving us time over Christmas to work out a plan
with BRV and get things ready for her arrival. On the day she was
due to arrive my partner had taken our two out for a long walk to
drain some of their energy before the meeting and then we waited
excitedly out the front of the house. Sherry arrived with a couple
of her kennel mates, very nervous of course, but the introduction
went very well. We all then went in the house and out to the back
yard and spent some time together. We had been outside for a little
while and we realised Mimi had come out to see what we were all
doing, absolutely no reaction from Sherry! And Mimi just hopped
up on her playstation to observe. I couldn’t have been happier Sherry was in! She took to her bed that night without reservation,
we were expecting a sleepless night but the three of them were
very comfortable with each other and quite relaxed.
It was important for Sherry to become a member of the pack
straight away. So, bright and early the next morning she came out
with us for the first of her daily pack walks. Understandably she
was a bit unco at first but it didn’t take her long to get the hang
of it. It was new to us too figuring out the best way to walk the
three of them together! Sherry didn’t seem bothered by garbage
trucks, motor bikes or other people and dogs which was a bonus.
There was the odd thing that frightened her like a metal pit cover
we walked over one morning - when her little feet touched it she
sprang up in the air and off it. I took her back over it a couple of
times, when she realised nothing bad happened she was ok with it.
We encouraged her to face anything she was wary or frightened of
in this way; so long as we remained calm and assertive and didn’t
nurture her fears she overcame them quickly.
The two older dogs have been excellent mentors. Until Sherry
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BOOMER

Hi Tam & Nikki
A few pics of the Big Boom and his new
life with Bill, Grace and I. Please pass
on our thanks to all the people who care
d for Boom. I know they work for
the dogs, but they’ve done so much for
our family too. The kids experienced
a traumatic breakdown of their family
earlier this year, and then our dear old
Great Dane X died, which devastated
them. They chose Boomer from the Pet
Rescue website - Bill said if we got a boy
dog he ‘wouldn’t be the only boy in
the house’.... And so much love and laug
hter has returned to the house since
Boomer arrived. Good choice kids!
He walks to school twice a day and gets
bear hugs from 20 kids.... I work from
home so he sleeps under my desk all day,
on my bed or outside, and we do a
40-60 minute walk at lunch. He finishes
his day cuddling the kids on the couch
(he really does think he’s a Chihuahua
doesn’t he....), and sleeps on the end of
their beds before sleeping beside my
bed at night. He often visits the farm up
north and loves attending our small bush
pony club. And he loves the beach.
I use positive training techniques (clic
ker, treats and water spray) and he’s
responding really well. Whoever taug
ht him his lovely sitting and heeling,
thank you! My lovely Great Dane X resp
onded to over 30 words and
commands after a decade of working
with her....Boom already knows ‘on you
r
bed’ - ‘this way’ - ‘get DOWN!’ - ‘let it GO’.
...and ‘School Boom’....He still charges
up the footpath at times to meet a little
dog, dragging me with him (I weigh
50kg) but he’s getting better at waiting
for me to catch up...people laugh at us
and we make them happy at least :-) He’s
quite well known in the area - you
can hear him 4 blocks away! People are
either enchanted, scared witless or
intrigued by that big booming bark and
that happy silly grin......but I know he’s
also a bit of a vulnerable boy under that
, and he’s going to be a wise dog as he
gets older....
If any of his previous carers from the RSP
CA
ever want to visit Boomer, they’re very
welcome.
- Natalia
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Adopting Francine
We are a family that loves the personality of a beagle and
they have enriched our lives for over 15 years. Our first beagle
and child was a big boy Max who we loved for 14 years and
then there was sweet Meg who graced us for 3 years and was
tragically taken from us. After losing Meg, there was a big void
in our family and we were all missing her loving affection, her
dopey antics and those soft floppy ears. Our other dog Lou
was also mourning her loss, we knew a replacement was a
matter of time and I was googling Beagles everyday!! It was
through my internet surfing that I came across Beagle Rescue
Victoria and read about a young girl who was given up by her
family and we put an application in for adoption. After a few
weeks Tam called us. The beagle we applied for had already
been homed, but Tam gave us an offer to meet a very special
girl if we were up for the challenge.
A little apprehensive we agreed to meet Francine. She was
approximately 2.5 years old and had been rescued from a
puppy farm. Life had been tough, locked in a cage, negative
human contact which had caused a fear of humans. They
thought that she had delivered at least four litters and she
had been in foster care for over 6 months and weaned off her
antidepressants.
When we first meet Francine she was a very timid shy dog
with a look of fear on her face as she pushed herself in the
furthest corner of her bed. Francine allowed us to pat her and
her big brown eyes wanting to trust but not quite sure what
this change in human interaction was. We took Franny for a
walk and I loved the way she lazily waddle along. The kids fell
instantly in love with her and her story and said they wanted
to give Francine a home and show her the life of a loved dog.
We knew from the first meeting we would be saying yes to
giving her a home.
Tam and Nikki warned us that the transition period for
Francine would be a slow process with two steps forward and
one step back. Some days would be better than others and
her reactions to situations would be unpredictable. I was up
for the challenge and there was something in Francine eyes
that said she wanted and needed to be loved.
On the 11th July 2014, Francine joined our home. Tam and
Nikki and Francine’s foster mum delivered her to us. Poor

Francine was very apprehensive, with Lou jumping around
over excited with another dog in the house. Looking for
security she found it on a blanket in the corner of the couch, it
was from here we slowly bonded with her. Gaining Francine’s
affection has been the most rewarding experience for our
whole family. Slowly building her trust, which is an easy thing
to do with Beagles and food! Francine found a love of cabana
and the training and the bonding began with us sitting beside
her giving treats and pats. Slowly Francine started to respond
to us and when she “gave us the paw” (her paw lifting up on
to your arm), it was the sign she wanted more pats!
Five months on and Francine is no longer the timid dog
sitting on the couch. Her tail is now constantly pointing
upwards and wagging, she has a very cheeky personality
and loves to pinch your clothes to sleep on. You say the word
walks and the noise to get to the front door and lead is nearly
unbearable. She knows that food comes from the kitchen and
she is my new friend while I cook, no mess on my floor! We no
longer get the paw, it is now a leap on to the couch and your
lap for a cuddle. Walks for Francine and I are still slow waddles
and I have no problems walking her off the lead, she is happy
as long as Lou and the family are in sight. Franny is still weary
of other dogs and is warming to strangers, she is well known
at our local coffee shop and they have loved her story and
watching her come out of her shell.
I would like to thank Beagle Rescue for bringing Francine
into our lives. It has been one of the most amazing and
satisfying experiences watching her develop those Beagle
characteristics and gaining the trust of humans. Everyday
Francine shows a little more of her personality and more
affection towards us, she now enjoys a good tummy rub.
Francine is adored by our whole family and she loves the kids,
especially sneaking on to the end of their beds!
I cannot recommend how rewarding adopting a beagle is
and showing them the affection they deserve, the return is
the best family therapy. Thank you again.
- Jason, Sharon, Ben and Makenzie.
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H onorar y Beagle s
This year once again we have been lucky
enough to have had quite a few honorary
beagles cross our paths, here are just a few!

RUBY

EVIE

ZARA
BELLA
DOUGAL
MABLE
LULU
PAUL

MAISY

GERTIE
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Coco

The

Foundation
Coco came to us early in 2014 from a shelter, she is an ex breeding dog,
she was not coping in the shelter environment, so to give her that added
chance at a new life, the shelter called us to take her on along with a few
others, to put them into foster care to experience life and give them the
best chance they can possibly have.
Little Coco is, as you can see, a Beaglier. She is at least half the size of a
beagle, but when we got her home the first thing she did was run to the
end of the yard and start jumping in order to climb the fence... needless
to say she did not get very far in our beagle proof fencing. That was our
first glimpse of her vivacious and tenacious character that has us in fits of
laughter every day!
Coco was about 5 when she came to us and she is a very broken little soul.
She does not, under any circumstances, want to be touched or handled
in any way by people. She does not, and probably will never, trust us
completely. This is why she will stay with us at BRV, while she has a massive
personality and gets along with every dog she has met, she cowers in fear
and shrieks if a human tries to pick her up or touch her. She cannot walk
on a lead, she is so adorable, that all you want to do is cuddle and smooch
her, but that is the last thing she wants, and with us that’s ok, we can let
her have that.
Each week she has small milestones, she may not run when we walk
past, or she may sit long enough to get a tiny pat or scratch from us. Her
personalty is the size of 10 beagles! she makes us laugh each day with her
antics, and while she demands food from us. If you visit us and get yelled
at by little Coco, then you are ok in her books!
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The

Foundation

Bumba tastic

The affectionately named Bumba-tastic, so
named as she was a bit chubby but totally
fantastic! arrived into our care this year, very ill,
but thanks to our amazing vet team at caulfield
south she is healthy as can be! This ex breeding
girl, she has a lot to learn about the world, how
to trust humans, how to walk on a lead and all
about the general sights and sounds that we all
take for granted.
She is currently in foster care and doing lots of
posing for photos and keeping her foster carer’s
very entertained with her stealthy sock stealing
abilities and adorable head tilts. We will keep
you updated on her progress.
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Foxy and Bev

Earlier this year we were asked to assist 2 beautiful hounds
that needed some TLC and a new home. Both around 8 years
old and needing some extensive medical treatment, the 2
girls arrived and fitted right in!

so well she didn’t need Foxy to look out for her anymore, she is
the most stubborn and outgoing hound we’ve ever met! She
has better vision with no eyes than I do! Bev’s been rehomed
with another old Basset and a beautiful loving family.

Bev the Basset was blind and had been left without vet care
to her eyes for many years so she had learned to compensate
very well. Foxy Lady the foxhound was Bev’s best friend and
looked after her and cleaned her eyes for her, she had her
own medical issues and was a mere 16kg. She is now a happy
healthy 29kg! So we had Bev’s eyes removed and she healed

We all fell deeply in love with miss Foxy, she had that
something special about her, her presence was almost
healing and calming. Her gaze would melt our hearts. She
had the tip of her tail amputated due to it being left split
and untreated, its now healed and she has met and fallen
in love with her loving new family and a dalmatian brother.

She gets to gaze into their eyes now and make them one of
the luckiest families around. We have been blessed to have
met and cared for these 2 girls and look forward to getting
updates from their families for years to come.

The

Foundation
Contents

Last year we launched a very special new project. Many of you may have heard of the Beagle
Freedom Project that runs over in the states, well we have been chatting with them across the
continents and have decided to launch the project here in Australia. Beagle Rescue Victoria will
become the Australian arm and with the help of the Beagle Freedom Project US & UK we will get
the message out there that animal testing, wether its beagles, greyhounds, mice, rats, rabbits,
primates, pigs or any other sentient being is unnecessary and cruel. So as Beagle Freedom Australia
we support the end of vivisection completely, but it is a long road to travel. In the meantime we aim
to get as many beagles and other animals out of these labs, rehabilitated and into loving homes
as we can. Eventually we hope that our services are no longer needed and that animal testing is
banned world wide.
In Australia it is estimated that over 7,000 dogs were used in research facilities across 3 states
including VIC, NSW & TAS in 2011 alone (with the other states statistics unavailable).* Beagles are
generally the most popular breed for lab use because of their friendly and trusting, temperaments.
The research industry says they adapt well to living in a cage, and are
inexpensive to feed.
So far we have had 2 beautiful beagle in our care pictured here, they
are in foster care and learning about the world outside the cage. We
have also helped find some homes for some Mice up north and hope
to continue to grow the list of animals coming out and having a chance
at a new life.

• Less than 2% of human illnesses (1.16%) are ever seen in animals. Over 98% never affect animals.*
• 92% of drugs passed by animal tests immediately fail when first tried on humans
because they, dangerous or both.*

www.facebook.com/beaglefreedomaustralia.
* Courtesy of www.vivisectioninformation.com
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Raffle

,
Brown s Retirement Home for Old Beagles
2014 Update! Well 2014 has been another
year for the oldies at the Browns. A quieter
year than 2013 but still very eventful and
rewarding.
Charlie is 13, Kristal 11 ½ and BJ is 13, all are
now a year older and doing well. Charlie has
had a few neck problems this year but we got
through those. Kristal has no improvement
to her shoulder but sees a Chiropractor every
4 weeks who is maintaining her shoulders
and back for her so she is pretty happy!. BJ
is his usual Boofhead self and has taken to
licking the carpet! We’ve tried everything
to stop him but to no avail - his poops are
now covered in carpet fibres!! But all 3 are so
loving and just make our life happier.
Late this year, Greg and I packed in our
jobs in July and retired. Major move for us
but one we haven’t regretted, I have been
looking at doing more with Animal Rescue
and part of this was to give a home to oldies
- TICK - accomplished and ongoing!
Tam and Nikki have very kindly been giving
me time to teach me about all parts of Animal
Rescue which has been an amazing learning
curve for me – and still learning – I’ve been
wanting to get involved for a long time

now. I have been spending some time with
them learning more about Dog Handling,
Puppy Farms, Hoarders and Animal Rescue
in general. The Dog Handling has included
learning more about reading dogs signs,
interactions and understanding their
mentality. They have been teaching me that
especially with Rescue Dogs that they need
to be left alone so they can evaluate their
new environment and their new owners in
their own time. Especially the more broken
dogs and the puppy farm dogs. Their spirit
has been broken and they need time to feel
safe and loved again.
In December BRV asked me to come along
and help out at their Pet Stock Day at Knox.
I took Kristal along who represented the
oldies and the Hibby Foundation. There
was a lot of enquiries and Kristal was a big
hit! She is so placid and a couple of children
who were usually scared of dogs were quite
happy to give her a scratch and a cuddle.

While many people are scared to speak their truths
and minds the wonderful Trisha Taylor president
of both Victorian Dog Rescue and Dog Rescue
Association of Victoria is not scared of tackling any
issues that arise within the animal welfare sector. 2013
has seen DRAV spearheaded by Trisha continuing to
tackle the DPI for the acceptance of community foster
care programs, campaigning for the right of dogs
and cats in shelters and pounds, overall reform within
the rescue community and questioning the code of
practise as just a few examples of issues
2014 will see the continued lobbying to improve the
standing of members of DRAV within the community
and government, along with promoting responsible
pet ownership, educating, encouraging and working
together with the community as a whole to embrace
a caring and responsible attitude towards animal
welfare, Please help support the work that DRAV do in
order to assist our companion animals and the rescue
community that work tirelessly to ensure the kill rate
in our pounds and shelters is reduced.

MASSIVE Thank you’s to
EVERYONE who bought
a ticket in the Fern Tree
Gully Nissan community
raffle this year for Beagle
Rescue! We managed to
sell ALL the tickets once
again and raised a much
needed $2000!
Thank you to Fern
Tree Gully Nissan for
contacting
us
and
including us in the raffle,
thank you to Jacqui for
picking up tickets, but
biggest thanks of all
goes to the wonderful
Amanda who took all
the orders and managed
all the sales for us, we
would not have been
able to keep up with the
demand if not for her!
Thank you everyone!

So that is the year in review from all the
Oldies, Merry Christmas everyone and a safe
and Happy New Year, Love Amanda, Greg,
Charlie, Kristal and BJ
P.S. Hope to see you all in 2015.
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A Year In Pictures
Here are just a few of the Beagles we have rehomed in 2014
Andy

Molly

Honey

Sophie
Jasmine
Abby & Jemima

Oscar
Freckles

Blanka

Pepper

Steph

Maggie

Jessie B

Bev (& Hugo)

Buddy
Molly

Blaze

Floyd
Stan

Vallery

Walter & Winston

Diamond

Ralph
Lily
Charlie
Joe

Peppa

Ricci
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Special Thanks
Beagle Rescue Victoria would like to take this
opportunity to thank everyone who makes it
possible to do what we do - Thank you
Thanks to everyone that has assisted BRV with the
transport, rescue, rehabilitation, and ongoing care
of the beautiful beagles that have entered our foster
care program. It takes a team of people to help each
individual beagle.
To the adoptive families, without you we would cease
to be, each one of you is an important part of beagle
rescue. Thank you for opening your hearts and homes
to the beagles in need.
To our amazing foster families, we simply would cease
to exist without you too. Each of you are responsible
for taking these beautiful animals and teaching them
how to trust again, how to play, how to walk well on
lead and become upstanding little members of our
communities! To all of those who have become “Foster
failures” over the years, We couldn’t be more thrilled!
Thank you for making your foster a family member.

To those who have donated their time, goods, services
of transport and money that has been put towards
the vet bills and food, thank you. Your donations and
greatly appreciated and we could not survive without
them.
To the Team at Pet Rescue, thank you so much for the
amazing job you do, without you we would never have
reached 1/3 of the families we have. You guys do an
amazing job and we wish you continued success.
To the wonderful, dedicated and silent Clare Davies.
To our own Dogs who have settled in and helped
rehabilitate 100’s of beagles over the years- a huge
thank you and a bone awaits for Christmas day!
To Dr. Onn Ben David, Rebecca B, Rebecca M, Ricci,
Steph, Nicole, Tarrin, Tayla, and Lorilee we can’t thank
you enough for all of your ongoing support, care,
expert advice and amazing hearts. You are all very
much part of BRV and we can’t do what we do without
you.

To Natalia at Web Whiz, thank you for your ongoing
support of BRV, its been amazing to have had you with
us since day 1.

To the Animal Rescues Appeal; your support has been
amazing, we really cant thank you enough for all your
assistance during the year.

To Tamara and Stuart from Underdog Training, you
have become a big part of BRV in the last 12 months
and we consider ourselves very lucky to have attended
your workshops, training sessions and even private
consults.

To Donna and Mr. Wonderful, without your day-to-day
help and assistance we would be lost.

Thank you to the lovely Amanda and Greg for
orchestrating the raffle and doing an amazing job!
To Jacqui Leigh for coming out and photographing the
beagles and making them look sweet and innocent
and loving enough that people want to adopt them!
To Kristal from New Beginnings for your help and
friendship over the year, you go above and beyond.
Last but not least thank you to our amazing committee
both past and present who work tirelessly to help
beagles and beagles cross’s in need around Victoria
To each individual rescue beagle that has entered our
lives, the laughter, joy and life experiences you have
given each and every one of us will never be forgotten.
We are so lucky to do what we do and believe us when
we say you provide us with daily laughter!
Special thanks also goes out to Helen, Liz, Allie, Roxy,
Molly, Carmen and the team at the RSPCA.
We wish you all a very merry and safe Christmas and
New Year.
Make sure to keep up to date with us on Facebook!

To all the pounds and shelters and rescue groups
around Victoria and NSW who have worked with us
over the Year, thank you for your continued support.
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When Freddy Meets Fido
Preventing problems between
a newborn baby and your dog

We are all aware of the problems that can occur
between dogs and children. There are many physical
and psychological injuries associated with dog bites
every year and some frightening statistics suggest
that the offending dog is often the family pet. Some of
these interactions have resulted in the tragic death of
newborn babies. Alarmed? Don’t be. The good news is
that many of these incidents are preventable through
good training and socialisation- of the human family
as well as the dog!
We’ve all heard the saying prevention is better than
cure. Nothing could be more accurate when it comes
to children and dogs. If you are thinking of starting
a family or already pregnant and have a dog in the
family, consider the following questions and tips
below
Has your dog been exposed to children before?
Is your dog relaxed in the presence of children of
different ages and activity levels?
Has your dog been in the presence of a crying
baby and/ or a crawling toddler?
How will your dog’s routine change with the
arrival of a new baby?
Will the dog be restricted to certain areas of the
house or become an outside dog?
Are you prepared to closely supervise your dog
and child?
Does your dog have unwanted behaviours like
jumping up and/ or mouthing that could prove
problematic either during your pregnancy or
with a newborn baby?

Do you know how to respond to your dog if
they behave inappropriately in the presence of
your child?
Have you considered your child and someone
else’s dog AND your dog and someone else’s
child?
How will you introduce your new baby to the
dog when you come home from the hospital?

What can you do now?
Consider changing your routine regularly now so that
your dog does not have expectations that are set in
stone. Think about what you will and won’t be able to
do when you have a baby- will the dog be receiving
less stimulation and interaction? Training exercises
in the home can be used to tire an active dog and
utilising dog walking or day care services can be
helpful in some situations. Supervision is vital- a dog
should never be left alone with a child, regardless of
size, breed or personality.
Teach your dog to leave the baby’s toys alone- you
can use the dogs powerful sense of smell to do this by
scenting the babies toys with baby powder and letting
the dog know that toys which smell this way are not
for him! You can also limit the material your dogs toys
are made out of- if the baby is going to have lots of
soft cuddly toys- think about investing in toys for your
dog made from good quality rubber or safe plastics to
reduce confusion.

tie your dogs lead to the pram- no matter how small
or well behaved the dog. You can also teach your dog
to walk around bouncer nets and floor mats/ rugs by
setting up the equipment and using a lead to guide
the dog around the items. Remember to provide
plenty of rewards for the dog being respectful of
them- not barging through, jumping on or over them.
These exercises must be done before the baby has
arrived so that there is no negative association with
the newest family member, so start during your
pregnancy. Remember that if you completely isolate
your dog from the baby- you isolate them from youand that’s where many problems can begin.
Consider these tips and questions carefully and seek
professional help to ensure the relationship between
your dog and your children is a great one. Tamara and
Stuart would love to see you for a When Freddy Meets
Fido session during your pregnancy!

Tamara Jackman and Stuart Mulholland
Underdog Training and Behaviour Consulting
www.underdogtraining.com.au
underdogtraining@hotmail.com
0402 112 105

If you will want to walk the dog with the baby, start
teaching your dog to walk close by an empty pram.
Prams can frighten some dogs so it is vital that this
training is done before the baby is in the pram. NEVER
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